
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT PATNA
Civil Writ Jurisdiction Case No.11317 of 2025

======================================================
Ranjan Kumar Singh Son of Late Shashi Shekhar Singh, Resident of Village-
Telghi,  now known as Purabi Gharari,  (Got Kharik) Police Station-Kharik,
District-Bhagalpur.

...  ...  Petitioner/s
Versus

1. The State of Bihar through its Principal Secretary, Department of Revenue
and Land Reforms, Government of Bihar, Patna.

2. District Magistrate cum Collector, Bhagalpur.

3. Hindustan Petroleum Limited, 6th Floor, Lok Nayak Jai Prakash Bhawan,
Dak  Bunglow Chowk,  Police  Station-Kotwali,  District-Patna,  through  its
Managing Director.

4. Managing Director, Hindustan Petroleum Limited, 6th Floor, Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash  Bhawan,  Dak Bunglow Chowk,  Police  Station-Kotwali,  District-
Patna.

5. Indian  Oil  Corporation  Limited  Bihar  State  Office,  Patliputra  Industrial
Area, Patliputra Colony, Patna-800013.

6. Managing Director, IOCL, Patliputra Colony, Patna-800013.

...  ...  Respondent/s
======================================================
Appearance :
For the Petitioner/s :  Mr. Dhananjay Kumar Pandey, Advocate
For the State :  Mr. Prashant Pratap, G.P. 2
For the HPCL :  Mr. Neeraj Kumar Gupta, Advocate
For the IOCL :  Mr. Ankit Katriar, Advocate
======================================================
CORAM: HONOURABLE MR. JUSTICE ALOK KUMAR PANDEY
ORAL JUDGMENT

Date : 21-07-2025

Heard the parties.

2.  In  the  instant  petition,  petitioner  seeks

following relief(s):-

(i)  For  issuance  of  an
appropriate  writ/s,  direction/s,  order/s
in  the  nature  of  mandamus  for
commanding  the  respondent/s  to  pay
compensation  for  the  place  of  land
owned and possessed by the petitioner,
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and  patiently  acquired  by  the
respondent no. 3, 4, 5 & 6.

(ii)  For  issuance  of  an
appropriate writ/s, direction/s order/s in
the  nature  of  mandamus  for
commanding the respondent/s  to heard
and disposed of the representation dated
22-3-25 filed by the petitioner before the
respondent no.2.

(iii) Any other reliefs for
which the petitioner may found entitled
by this Hon'ble Court?

2. Learned counsel for the petitioner submits that

land  situated  at  mauza-Kharik,  district  Bhagalpur  in  village-

Purbi Gharari, (Gotkharik) Police Station-Kharik, bearing Thana

no. 47/1, Khata no. 225, Khesra no. 122, 123, 126, 127 stands in

the name of Late Anandi Singh, grand father of the petitioner.

He  further  submits  that  after  the  death  of  petitioner’s  father,

petitioner  came  in  the  absolute  ownership  of  the  land  in

question. He further submits that the land in question has been

partially  acquired  by the  respondent  nos.  3  and  5  for  laying

pipeline beneath the said land on the basis of oral agreement

between the said Anandi Singh and the officials of respondent

no.  3,  4,  5  and  6.  He  further  submits  that  the  land  of  the

petitioner  has  become  useless  for  agricultural  purpose.  He

further  submits  that  petitioner  served  a  legal  notice  on  the

respondent no. 4 on 20.12.2024, as contained in Annexure P/3,
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with regard to the compensation of land as pipeline has been

laid beneath the said land in question but no action has been

taken  up  till  now.  He  further  submits  that  petitioner  has

represented  before  the  Respondent  No.  2  –  The  District

Magistrate,  Bhagalpur  by  filing  representation  dated

22.03.2025,  as contained in Annexure P/4, but no action has

been taken up-till-now.

3. Learned counsel appearing for the HPCL has

submitted that if petitioner files fresh representation before the

competent  authority,  the  grievance  of  the  petitioner  may  be

looked into. Learned counsel  for the State as well  as learned

counsel  appearing for  the IOCL does  not  controvert  the said

submission of the learned counsel for the petitioner.

4.  Be  that  as  it  may,  for  seeking  writ  of

mandamus,  there  must  be  a  demand  before  the  competent

authority. At the same time, duty is cast on the concerned public

authority. The first ingredient of demand before the competent

authority is not forthcoming.

5.  Accordingly,  the present  writ  petition stands

disposed of as not maintainable.

6.  However, disposal of the writ petition would

not  be  hurdle  for  the  petitioner  to  approach  the  competent
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authority / appropriate forum for redressal of his grievance by

filing fresh representation raising all the grievances as has been

raised in the present writ petition before the competent authority

within a period of four weeks from the date of receipt of this

order.  If  the  petitioner  submit  his  representation  within  the

stipulated period, the competent authority / appropriate forum is

directed to pass appropriate order within the reasonable time  as

per  provision  of  law  without  being  prejudiced  by  the  order

passed by this Court.
    

alok/-
(Alok Kumar Pandey, J)
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