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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION

CIVIL APPEAL NOS. OF 2026
@ SPECIAL LEAVE PETITION (CIVIL) NOS. 5481-5482 OF 2017

LACHCHAPPA AND OTHERS ... APPELLANT (S)

VERSUS

SPECIAL LAND ACQUISITION OFFICER
UKP, BAGALKOT AND OTHERS ... RESPONDENT(S)

JUDGMENT

S.V.N. BHATTI, J.

1. The delay in filing the Special Leave Petitions, in the peculiar facts and
circumstances of the case, is condoned.

2. Leave granted.

3. On 11.02.1999, the Respondents issued a Notification under Section
4(1) of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (“the Act”) proposing to acquire an
extent of 7 Acres 12 Guntas in Survey No. 161/2 of Mudhol Village, Mudhol
Taluk, Bagalkot District, Karnataka. The acquisition was for the purpose of
accommodating displaced families under a project. On 04.01.2000, the Land
Acquisition Officer passed an Award, and aggrieved by the determination of

" \Hipensation, the Appellants sought reference under Section 18(1) of the Act

w=nth LAC No. 1802 of 2000 before the Additional Civil Judge (Senior Division),



Jamkhandi. On 27.03.2001, the compensation was enhanced to
Rs. 3,00,000/- per acre.

4. The Appellants filed MFA No. 20936 of 2008 before the High Court of
Karnataka, Circuit Bench at Dharwad. On 23.06.2011, the compensation
was enhanced to Rs. 5,00,000/- per acre.

5. The grievance of the Appellants hinges on the compensation awarded
for the same Notification dated 11.02.1999 in a different set of proceedings.
In MFA No. 21191 of 2010, the compensation for the lands covered by the
same Notification was determined at Rs. 6,50,000/- per acre by following the
enhancement vide Judgment of the High Court dated 12.12.2012. This Court
in Ravindra and another v. Special Land Acquisition Officer, UKP, Bagalkot,!
approved the compensation for the acquired lands at Rs. 6,50,000/- per acre.
6. The Appellants filed Review Petition No. 100113 of 2014 before the
High Court, and through Order dated 07.09.2015, the Review was dismissed.
7. Hence, the Civil Appeals, seeking parity in compensation with
Ravindra (supra), arising out of lands covered by the same Notification dated
11.02.1999.

8. The Respondents do not dispute the dates and details adverted to
above. The objections of the Respondents are that the Appellants are by no
measure diligent in pursuing the claim for enhancement of compensation.
Further, it is argued that for the period of delay, the Appellants are not

entitled to interest on the enhanced compensation. According to
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Respondents, the delay is fit into the following two categories: (i) from
28.03.2001 (27.03.2001 being the date of the Judgment of the Reference
Court when the compensation was enhanced to Rs. 3,00,000/- per acre) till
the filing of the MFA before the High Court of Karnataka in the year 2008,
i.e., 2,383 days; and (ii) from 24.06.2011 (23.06.2011 being the date of the
Judgment of the High Court of Karnataka in the MFA No. 20936 of 2008) till
the refiling of this Special Leave Petitions on 27.01.2017, i.e., 2,044 days.

9. We have perused the record and noticed that the Appellants were
agriculturists, and the agricultural land was acquired through the subject
Notification.

10. The delay is abnormal. The reasons recorded by the High Court for not
entertaining the Review are available in the facts and circumstances of the
case. But the fact of the matter is that, under the very same Notification, the
compensation has been fixed at Rs. 6,50,000/- per acre, with statutory
benefits. In the circumstances of this case, in exercise of our jurisdiction
under Article 142 of the Constitution of India, we extend the compensation
determined by this Court in Ravindra (supra) to the Appellants as well.
Consequently, the Appellants are entitled to Rs. 6,50,000/- per acre, with
statutory benefits.

11. The Appellants are not entitled to interest for the period from the date
of the Reference Court's Judgment, i.e., 28.03.2001, to the date of filing the
subject MFA before the High Court of Karnataka in 2008, and from the date
of disposal of the subject MFA by the High Court on 24.06.2011 to the refiling
of the SLPs before this Court, i.e., 27.01.2017, aggregating to 4,427 days.
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12. Civil Appeals are allowed as indicated above.

13. Pending application(s), if any, stand(s) disposed of accordingly.

.................................. J.
[S.V.N. BHATTI]

.................................. J.
[N.V. ANJARIA]

New Delhi;
August 7, 2026.
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